Slipped and Hurt at the Grocery Store? Here’s What to Do
Next

It's just a quick grocery run—you’re thinking about dinner, not disaster. But before you know it,
you’ve slipped on a puddle in the produce section and you’re in pain, embarrassed, and not
sure what happens next.

Grocery store slip and fall accidents happen more often than you’d expect, and when they
do, they can leave you dealing with serious injuries, medical bills, and time away from work. The
good news? If the store was negligent, you may be entitled to compensation—but only if you act
quickly and smartly.

Here’s what you really need to know if you've been injured in a fall at a grocery store in Georgia.

Why Do Grocery Store Falls Happen So Often?

Grocery stores are supposed to be safe spaces, but that doesn’t always happen. Whether it's a
leaky fridge or a dropped container of olive oil, even a small hazard can lead to a big injury.

Common culprits include:

e Wet or recently mopped floors

Spilled drinks, food, or broken glass
e Uneven tiles or rugs that slip
e Poor lighting in entryways or parking lots
e Cluttered aisles or fallen items
e Slippery entrances during rain or cold weather
Under Georgia premises liability law, stores have a legal responsibility to maintain safe

conditions for their customers. If they fail to clean up a known hazard—or should have known
about it through regular inspections—they may be held liable for your injuries.

What to Do Right After You Fall

We get it—falling in public is embarrassing. But don’t rush to leave the scene. What you do in
those first few minutes matters more than you think.
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1. Report It — Let a store manager know immediately. Request that they file an official
incident report and ask for a copy.

2. Take Photos — Snap pictures of the scene, especially the cause of your fall. Get wide
shots and close-ups, and make note of any missing warning signs.

3. Seek Medical Attention — Even if you don’t feel badly hurt right away, go get checked
out. Injuries like concussions or back strains can take hours—or days—to show up.

4. Get Witness Info — If someone saw what happened, ask for their name and contact info.
They could be key to proving how long the hazard was there.

Want more details on the steps to take? The original guide from The Law Office of Don Edwards
offers a full breakdown.

Can You Hold the Store Responsible?

To win your case, you'll need to prove that the grocery store either:

e Knew about the dangerous condition and failed to fix it, or

e Should have known, based on reasonable inspection routines

Timing matters. If a hazard was present for a long time—say, a sticky mess left for over 30
minutes without a single warning sign—that strengthens your case. But if it happened seconds
before your fall, proving negligence gets trickier.

Georgia premises liability law doesn’t expect perfection, but it does expect stores to act
reasonably.

What Compensation Can You Receive?

If the store’s negligence caused your fall, you might be eligible to recover:

e Current and future medical expenses
e Lost wages from missed work
e Pain and suffering

e Rehab or physical therapy costs
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e Compensation for long-term disability or visible scarring

Every case is different. The amount you can claim depends on your injury’s severity and how
clearly the store’s negligence can be proven.

Watch Out for These Common Challenges

Corporate grocery chains don’t make it easy. Their insurers and legal teams are trained to
reduce payouts. You might hear:

e “You weren’t paying attention.”
e “The danger was obvious—you should’'ve seen it.”
e “We didn’t have time to clean it up.”
They may even pressure you to accept a low settlement before you've had time to assess the

full cost of your injuries. This is exactly why it's important to talk to a qualified personal injury
attorney who knows how to handle these tactics.

Why You Should Call Don Edwards

With over four decades of experience, The Law Office of Don Edwards understands the ins and
outs of grocery store slip and fall accidents. They don’t just gather evidence—they build
strong cases that get results. And they’re not here for a quick payout—they’re here to fight for
your recovery and long-term well-being.
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